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In recent years, it has become increasingly common to spot great white sharks (Carcharodon 

carcharias) in and around Harpswell's waters. Out of an abundance of caution, the Town of 

Harpswell adopted a policy in 2021 to display a purple "shark flag" at public access points 

following staff review and confirmation of a reported shark sighting. 

 

The Town flies shark flags at the following locations: Mackerel Cove, Cedar Beach, and Mitchell 

Field. The Harpswell Heritage Land Trust also displays shark flags at Potts Point Preserve and 

Stover's Preserve. At each location, informational signs explain the purpose of the purple flag 

and what it means when it is flying. Once a flag is raised, notifications are also shared through 

the Town website, social media pages, and email distribution lists. Under the original 2021 

policy, the flags were removed the following day. 

 

Because great white sharks are highly migratory and have become a regular seasonal presence 

in Harpswell's waters—whether they are observed or not—the Town recently revisited its shark 

flag policy. At a recent Select Board meeting (7-2-2026), it was decided that once a great white 

shark sighting is confirmed anywhere in Harpswell, purple shark flags will be raised at all 

designated locations throughout town to alert the public that sharks may be present in the 

general area. 

 

The raising of the purple shark flags will mark the beginning of "shark season" in Harpswell. 

Rather than being removed after 24 hours, the flags will remain in place for the remainder of 

the summer to serve as a seasonal reminder for everyone enjoying Harpswell's coastline to stay 

informed, remain aware of their surroundings, and recreate safely. 

 


